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 Brechnitz Dowell Folley Palumbo Rivera 

Question #1:  We just 
celebrated our 25-year 
anniversary since 
incorporation. To 
create a more 
equitable election 
process would you be 
in favor of a Charter 
change that would 
create three districts 
which would elect two 
individuals from each 
district who must live 
within that district. In 
addition one individual 
would be elected At 
Large and serve as 
Chairperson of 
Council? 

I would definitely be in 
favor of a committee 
to review how we 
could proceed to 
improve the election 
process here on the 
island. I think we can 
make it more equitable 
and improve the 
process and give 
citizens better 
representation. I 
believe one way to do 
that is to elect a Mayor 
as the seventh 
member of the 
Council. It has benefits 
well beyond running 
the meetings in our 
relationships in 
Tallahassee and other 
intergovernmental 
relationships. But we 
should be taking a 
hard look at this. 

I totally agree with that 
and was surprised at 
how we do it today 
when I arrived here! 

I think that would be 
better than the existing 
situation. I like the 
idea of the district 
representations, it 
would be more 
representative, and we 
should look at it.  

I would be in favor of 
looking at all of the 
options available 
should council decide 
it had merit. 

I am 150% in favor of 
this. I’ve spoken to a 
number of people on 
the island who would 
favor a change. 
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 Brechnitz Dowell Folley Palumbo Rivera 

Question #2: The 
issue of the 
management and 
effectiveness of Code 
Enforcement has been 
a hot topic over a 
number of years and 
different councils. 
Should it be 
maintained and if so, 
how would you 
suggest it be 
improved? 

I would just point out 
that Naples has a 
similar set of 
ordinances as we do, 
and they do it with four 
full time personnel. 
We have one full time 
person and 11 part 
time personnel, and 
we are nowhere as 
efficient as Naples is. I 
would suggest that we 
look at making a 
change to full time 
personnel. Our 
philosophy has been 
not to go out and look 
for violations. I would 
suggest that when a 
violation is brought to 
our attention we 
investigate and 
mitigate it. There 
should be a balance 
and an intelligent 
approach to 
compliance. 

 First of all I don’t think 
it belongs under the 
Police Department. It 
should be a separate 
department. We need 
to increase 
transparency to 
understand what level 
of training they have. 
Training is essential; 
there are four levels of 
training, and I am not 
sure whether anyone 
has been certified to 
the top level. 

 I think there will be 
some things that are 
happening that may 
be helpful in that 
regard. We’ve 
improved the training 
of the personnel and 
I’d want to see how 
that flushes out as we 
work closer with the 
department to tweak it. 

We absolutely need to 
look at a way to better 
enforce our codes, as 
well as what we want 
to enforce and at what 
level. Not just about 
codes but what we 
should do about 
warnings and what we 
are going to enforce, 
what is egregious. 
How we are going to 
interact with citizens. I 
think our police chief is 
doing a good job 
addressing this. 

Code Enforcement 
needs a complete 
redesign. Our 
residents deserve a 
top-rated department 
just like our Police and 
Fire/Rescue 
Departments. Do you 
have the proper staff? 
I did meet with Chief 
Frazzano, and she 
has been restaffing it. I 
still believe we need to 
go a step further and 
this will require 
processes, systems 
and metrics. Staff may 
be capable but if you 
don’t build the support 
system around them, 
we will be wasting 
valuable resources 
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Question #3: The City 
of Marco Island 
recently went through 
a substantial review of 
the Strategic Plan for 
the community moving 
forward. One of those 
issues which saw a 
considerable amount 
of focus dealt with 
“density” on the island. 
As a candidate will 
you commit to not 
increasing present 
density on the island 
as detailed in the 
City’s Strategic Plan 
as well as the 
Comprehensive Plan 
as submitted to 
Tallahassee earlier 
this year? 

I will not vote to 
increasing density on 
the island. 

I will commit to not 
increasing present 
density on Marco Island. 
Even with the 
Comprehensive Plan, 
the density for affordable 
housing was removed. 
There are very little 
density credits left on 
this island. Also, density 
credits cannot be 
transferred to other 
properties. Marco Island 
has reached near 
buildout. There are 
MICA deed restrictions 
on properties that also 
dictate land uses and 
density. The deed 
restrictions for all C-4 
located in the Town 
Center overlay do not 
allow for any residential 
uses, including 
hotel/motel, condo, 
apartments or houses. 
Any deviations from the 
deed restrictions have to 
be approved by MICA. 
Any property owner on 
Marco Island can sue for 
enforcements of the 
deed restrictions in a 
court of law.  

 Yes. I was successful 
in retiring more than 
300 bonus density 
units in the 
Comprehensive 
Planning process 
last year. I will not vote 
to increase density on 
the Island. 

 I understand our 
challenge with density 
and will certainly do 
everything in my 
power to not increase 
it. With that said, I 
have maintained that if 
it ever becomes 
necessary within our 
community to further 
look at density, I 
believe no changes 
should be considered 
until there is ample 
community, city, and 
council input that 
would require 
workshops, public 
awareness, and the 
right for the people to 
be heard. At that point, 
any density increase 
should only be sought 
as a last resort and for 
the betterment of the 
entire community.  

I am 100% committed 
to not increasing 
density beyond what is 
currently allocated 
and/or planned per the 
current 
Comprehensive Plan 
table:1 “Density 
Limitations by 
Residential Future 
Land Use Category” 
and accompanying 
zoning FLUM (future 
land use map). 
Redevelopment 
projects do not get to 
add or change density 
allocations from those 
specified by the 
current 
Comprehensive Plan. 
Bonus density 
allocations were to be 
eliminated by the 
current 
Comprehensive Plan; 
and as part of the 
Planning Board I voted 
to eliminate bonus 
density (I still support 
that position). 

 


