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1. About you: 

a. How old are you?   

64 years old 

b. In what part of Collier County do you live? 

Marco Island 

c. How long have you lived in Collier County, and where were you living previously? 

My husband and I bought a home on Marco Island in 1999. We were living in the Princeton, 
New Jersey area. We moved to Marco full-time in 2015. 

d. What is your educational background and past work experiences? 

I have a B.S. Industrial Engineering from the Georgia Institute of Technology and an M.B.A. 
specialized in finance and accounting from The University of Chicago. I spent 40 years in the 
global pharmaceutical industry, a career that took me from and engineer to Vice-President 
Global Supply Chain Strategy. 

e. What qualifies you for this job? 

City governments are like manufacturing operations. I have worked to improve the 
efficiency and effectiveness of operations for my entire career. It all starts with measuring 
operational performance and focusing on how to improve value delivery for customers, in 
this case, residents. That is why I say “More facts – less politics” 

 
 



2. Why are you running for this position? 
 

There are several opportunities for improving the quality of life on Marco Island. My education 
and work experience gave me skills I can use to help Marco residents improve their quality of 
life. Bottom line, I care about Marco’s residents who choose to age in place. I care about water 
quality and the wildlife we have on Marco. I care about the island’s prosperity and resident’s 
quality of life. 

 
3. What are three things you want to accomplish if you are elected?  

• Improve the health of our waterbody and restore the marine life and environment 
• Build the finest quality of life in the country 
• Improve city government in a transparent, data-driven manner.  

4. Name one past policy decision of the board you are running for that you disagree with that you 
would like to change if elected. Why? 
 

The city council of Marco Island has neglected the Short-Term Rental (STR) problem for years. 
It required that the residents pass a referendum to force the council to act. Over a year ago a 
motion was proposed at a council meeting to adopt a simple 4-page ordinance like the ordinance 
that passed at Collier County. This motion was defeated. If that motion had passed, Marco 
would have avoided the massive effort and disruption that it has taken to get this issue on the 
path to being resolved. We are not done yet. Now we have a 17-page ordinance. This is a 
textbook example of ineffective and inefficient government. 

 
5. What is the most important thing voters should know about the issues at stake in this election, 
before making their decision about who to vote for? 
 
The city councilors must value facts above politics. The current city council has failed to 
effectively address many of the resident’s concerns and needs as reflected by the results of the 2022 
citizen’s survey. Marco’s residents responded by saying: 
 

• 70% do not trust the city council (77% after 15 years on the island) 
• 67% feel code enforcement is ineffective (72% after 15 years on the island) 
• 64% think water and sewer rates are too high (76% after 15 years on the island) 
• 52% believe Marco is headed in the wrong direction (70% after 15 years on the island) 

 
All these concerns can be corrected if only we have a council with the will to do so.  
 

Let’s Make Marco Awesome! 
 
Nanette Rivera 
Candidate for Marco Island City Council, 2022 

 


