
2022 Candidate Questionnaire 

 

 

Candidate Name: __DARRIN PALUMBO______________________________ 

Email: ___________darrin@darrinpalumbo.com________________________ 

Website: _________www.darrinpalumbo.com___________________________ 

Phone:  _              __(239) 825-5551____________________________________ 

Date: ____              _September 10, 2022________________________________ 
 
1. About you: 
 

a. How old are you?      
 

I am 52 yrs. old. 
 
b. In what part of Collier County do you live?   
 

I live on Marco Island. 
 
c. How long have you lived in Collier County, and where were you living previously?   
 

I have lived in Collier County for 24 years, 4 months.  I previously lived in New 
Jersey. 

 
d. What is your educational background and past work experiences? 
 

I graduated from South Plainfield High School, South Plainfield, NJ.  I studied at 
Middlesex County College and Rutgers University.  I also attended New Jersey Realty 
Institute, Bert Rogers Real Estate School of Florida, Florida Mortgage Brokers 
Institute, I am a graduate of the Market Wise Stock Trading School, and I hold special 
designations in the real estate, financing, and securities fields.  I was formerly licensed 
as a SEC security broker, mortgage broker, and insurance broker (life, health, and 
property and casualty). 
 
Work Experiences: I have worked in finance, mortgages, real estate, securities, 
insurance, new construction and land development for the past 32 years.  I am 
currently a small business owner of Sweet Annie’s Ice Cream Parlour (Marco Island, 
FL). 

 



 
e. What qualifies you for this job? 
 

I believe my business background in real estate, finance, land development, 
mortgages, insurance and financial services, in addition to my background as a small 
business owner, make me a perfect fit for the job of City Council. I have had the 
opportunity to negotiate both on a personal and business level with some of the largest 
insurers within our state. I have also had the opportunity to finance, negotiate and 
facilitate well over $500 million in loans and contract negotiations. Additionally, I 
have worked with local and state government and environmental agencies regarding 
land development and property rights. Additionally, as a former Member of Marco 
Island Waterways Advisory Committee, I helped to draft much-needed ordinances to 
ensure that Marco Island could service our over 100 miles of sea walls and ensure the 
protection of our environmentally sensitive waterways. 

 
2. Why are you running for this position? 
 

Simply put, I want to give back to the community that has given so much to myself, my 
wife, and my children over the past 24 years.  
 

3. What are three things you want to accomplish if you are elected?  
 

a. I would like to address the current state of our waterways by restoring them, 
cleaning them, and putting steps in place to safeguard their continued 
preservation. 
 

b. As the island continues to grow in population, I would like to ensure our City’s 
next 25 years are as good as the first 25 years by trying to balance our future 
growth with our current small-town quaint island environment we currently 
enjoy. 

 
c. I am a passionate believer in low taxes and small government.  With that said, our 

community will have budget needs that must be met.  Therefore, one of my goals 
would be running our City with a level of efficiency that allows us to function 
within a balanced budget.  

 
4. Name one past policy decision of the board you are running for that you disagree with that you 
would like to change if elected. Why? 
 

I would have liked to have seen City Council treat sidewalk maintenance and repair 
differently and let the people decide whether they would like to shift the responsibility 
from the homeowner to the City.  What people may not realize is that Marco, in addition 
to being a very wealthy community, also has many residents of modest incomes and 
retirees who are living on fixed budgets.  For this reason, I think the City Council should 
have supported the proposal to put the maintenance of the sidewalks to a referendum 
and let the people decide how they wanted to pay for them.  I believe this was an 



opportunity to lay the issue to rest once and for all and council neglected to take the steps 
to go forward with it.  

 
5. What is the most important thing voters should know about the issues at stake in this election, 
before making their decision about who to vote for? 
 

While it seems that our election is going to be dominated by our current vacation rental 
ordinance, that is only one important issue that needs to be addressed. Equally, if not 
more important, is the environmental protection of our canals and the maintenance and 
upkeep of our water plant and electric grid.  Because of this, The public should strongly 
consider if they are voting for a “one agenda” candidate with self-serving interests or if 
they are voting for a candidate who truly has the best interests of the entire community 
at heart.   

 
Please email your responses to Sandy Parker, sandy@sparkers-soapbox.com , no later than 
September 16, 2022. 

Thank you! 


