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1.About you: 
 

• How old are you?  72 
• How long have you lived in the City of Naples, and where were you living previously? 

Purchased home here in 2003; full-time resident since 2014.  Originally from Pittsburgh, 
where I was born and lived most of my life.  Also resided and worked for 15 years in 
Atlanta. 

• What is your educational background and past work experience? 
Undergraduate degree, Florida State University 
Masters Degree, City Planning, University of Pittsburgh 
 
Work experience: Coming out of graduate school, I worked for local non-profits and city 
government in Pittsburgh, including eventually heading the Urban Redevelopment 
Authority of Pittsburgh and the Pittsburgh Technology Council.  I also served four years 
as Secretary of Commerce for the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 
 
I subsequently worked for 15 years in the Federal Home Loan Bank system, leading the 
Pittsburgh and, later, Atlanta FHLBanks.  After retiring from the FHLBank system, I was a 
founding board member and director of a new commercial bank in Atlanta, which we 
successfully grew until its sale in 2018. 
 
From 2011-2017, I was a Senior Vice President for The Trust for Public Land, a national 
conservation organization, with responsibility for overseeing operations in a 22-state 
area, including Florida. 
 
Since 2017, I have been involved full-time in civic and governmental activities in Naples, 
including leading the Ethics Naples initiative prior to my election to Naples City Council 
in 2019. 
 
 

 
 
2. What attributes, perspectives or skills did you demonstrate during your first term that 
differentiated you from other members of City Council? 
 
I think the Naples City Council is comprised today of seven committed, knowledgeable 
individuals who take the time to do their homework and understand the issues that come 
before us.  That said, I believe I bring several perspectives and attributes that are particularly 
helpful to my work on Council. 



 
• First, I have direct experience in my past professional career working in (and with) local 

government (as well as at the state and federal level) – I understand the role of 
government and how it can function effectively to serve residents 

• Second, I have extensive background and experience in land and water conservation.  
This experience helps me understand our challenges and how to take action locally to 
protect our water and beaches. 

 
 
 
3. Describe a time when you led members of City Council to bring about change. 
 
During my campaign for Council in 2019, I spoke to the need for a conservation easement to 
protect the Naples Beach Hotel golf course property as open space in perpetuity.  After joining 
Council, I voted to implement this easement but it failed to gain a majority vote.  After a new 
Council was elected in 2020, I again raised this issue and was able to gain consensus to hire a 
law firm with expertise in this area to advise us and work with the new owner of the property 
to establish this easement.  This work has continued and I am hopeful that a conservation 
easement will be in place soon, perhaps as early as the end of 2021. 
 
4. Was there a City Council vote during your first term in which you disagreed with the 
outcome?  If so, why did you disagree? 
 
In July 2020, early on in the pandemic, I supported establishing an order requiring the wearing 
of a mask when entering public places.  This proposal failed by a 5-2 vote.  I disagreed with the 
majority of Council on this matter because I believed that as representatives of our voters, we 
had a responsibility to do all we could to protect the public health.  At that time, there were no 
proven treatments for the virus, nor were there vaccines let alone a timetable for when they 
might be available.  The primary action we could take at the local level to try to stem the spread 
of the virus was to institute requirements around mask wear requirements when they entered 
public places and were unable to properly social distance.   
 
As a footnote, we were finally able to pass this mask wear requirement in December 2020, after 
two other Council members switched their positions and votes.  This requirement remained in 
place until April, when an executive order passed by Governor DeSantis removed the ability of 
local governments in Florida to take action in this regard. 
 
5. What three things do you want to accomplish in a second term on City Council? 
 

i. Take actions that will make Naples the leading community in Florida for protecting 
and improving its environment: completion of the Gulf Shore Boulevard Beach 
Outfalls project, completion of the north Naples septic to sewer project, full 
implementation of the five year/$50 million lakes restoration project, improvement in 
water quality conditions in Moorings and Naples Bay, and other issues. 



ii. Complete and implement the “41/10” Master Plan which will guide future 
redevelopment of our Community Redevelopment Area between Rt 41 and 
Goodlette-Frank Road.  This area will continue to see new investment and 
redevelopment – we want to make sure that it occurs in a way that is consistent with 
the Naples vision of maintaining our small-town character and identity. 

iii. Develop a comprehensive strategy/plan around resilience and sustainability to 
combat climate change and its impacts, most notably more intensive weather events 
and sea level rise.  Elements of this plan are in place or under development but we 
need to integrate them into a flexible plan that can be modified as needed in the 
future. 


